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GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY
College of Business and Public Administration T~r~
r! °
Course Title: MIS440 - Telecommunications and Distributed Data Systems
•x
Session: Sp./Sum. 1996, Block 2 Section/Time: A: 7:30P-10:20P T,R ^1
Instructor: Kenneth D. Weeks Office: C3352 h a
\\ w i
PHONE-Office: (708) 534-4977 E-Mail: gbp90r0 or
Home: (708) 503-1183 K-WEEKS@acs.gsu.bgu.edu
Office Hours: 12:00-1:OOP M,W & 6:30-7:30P T,R; or by appointment.
Credit Hours: Three
Catalog Description: Discussion of the fundamental terminology and
operations of a data communications network, including interactive systems,
distributed data processing, word processing, and local area networks.
Prerequisites: MIS420 and CPSC370.
Textbooks:
1. (T) Stamper, David A. Business Data Communications (4th ed.).
Redwood City, CA: The Benjamin/Cummings Publishing Company, Inc.
^ 1994.
2. (L) Simpson, Ted L. Hands-Qn NetWare: A Guide to Novell NetWare
3.11/3.12. Cambridge, MA: Course Technology, Inc. 1994.
Overview: Each class meeting will consist of a brief lecture which
highlights and expands on the assigned reading from the text, followed by a
general class discussion of case studies and review questions, then a lab
session on management of a LAN. Students are expected to read the text
before coming to class and be prepared to contribute to this discussion.
On occasion there will be outside speakers who will expand on the material.
Performance Objectives: Upon completion of this course, the student will:
1. Be familiar with the basic concepts and terminology of data
communications.
2. Understand the fundamentals of network operations, design and
implementation.
3. Be capable of discussing the internal and external environment of
telecommunications.
4. Have an understanding of the technical details of communications
systems (both voice and data) from a business perspective.
5. Have been introduced to local area networks as well as PC to
Mainframe communications.
6. Have obtained the basic concept of distributed data systems.
Syllabus Statement for Persons with Disabilities: It is the intention of
the institution to support full participation of all students,
^ regardless of physical ability level. Therefore, if any student needs
consideration of his/her physical abilities in order to complete the
course, please notify the instructor as soon as possible.
Evaluation:
Exams (3 @ 100) 300




Total Points available 600
Term Papers:
Students are to write a term paper on a topic related to networking or
telecommunications. The students are expected to have the topic approved
in advance. I would expect to see a brief topic paragraph on or before May
28. This paper needs to be long enough to adequately cover the topic.
Students are expected to make a 10-15 minute verbal presentation to the
class of their term paper. This can be done at any point in the semester.
It is best and most useful if this is presented during the discussion of a
related chapter. The written paper need not be completed to be able to
make the verbal presentation.
LAN Management Case:
f^The students will complete portions of the Superior Technical College
Projects from the Hands-On NetWare Lab manual. Specifically, you will be
expected to turn in the required information/printouts for the following
projects:
PROJECT/ASSIGNMENTS PAGES
Project 1/ Assign 1-1, 1-6, 1-8; 23-25, & Handout
Project 2/ Assign 2-4 44
Project 3/ Assign 3-2, 3-4 thru 3-7 64-65
Project 4/ Assign 4-1 thru 4-6 87-89
Project 6/ Assign 6-1 thru 6-3 118-119
Project 7/ Assign 7-3 thru 7-11 146-148
Project 11/ Assign 11-1 271-272
Project 12/ Assign 12-1, 12-2, 12-4 296-297
I would encourage students to do any additional work from the manual they
desire for their own information. I will be happy to determine if results




1 5/14 Introduction to Data Communications INTRO(T)
Overview 1(L)
5/16 Introduction to Networks 3(T)
Designing A Directory Structure 2 (L)
5/21 LAN Hardware, LAN Topologies and Media Access Control 4,5(T)
Creating the Directory Structure 3 (L)
5/23 LAN Systems Software, LAN Considerations 6,7(T)
Working with Drive Pointers 4 (L)
5/28 Physical Aspects of Data Communication: Media 1 (T)
System Security 5(L)
5/30 Physical Aspects of Data Communication: Data Transmission 2(T)
Installing Software 6(L)
6/4 EXAM #1 (1-7(T); 1-6 (L) )
Creating Users and Groups 7(L)
6/6 WAN Hardware, WAN Topologies and Media Access Control 8,9(T)
(also review appendices B and C)
Working with Filer 8(L)
6/11 WAN System Software, WAN Implementations 10,11(T)
Working With File System Utilities 9(L)
6/13 Network Interconnections, Network Management Objectives 12,13(T)
NetWare Menus 11(T)
6/18 Network Management Systems 14(T)
Security, Recovery, and Network Applications 15(T)
Login Scripts 12(L)
6/20 Systems Analysis, Distributed Systems 16,17(T)
Network Printing 10(L)
6/25 EXAM #2 (8-17 (T); 7-12 (L))
6/27 Trends and Issues in the Future, Term Papers
7/2 FINAL EXAM (comprehensive)
BACKGROUND QUESTIONNAIRE
This questionnaire is designed to:
- provide your instructor with some necessary administrative
information, i.e. names, phone numbers, etc.
- provide your instructor with an idea of the degree of computer
expertise possessed by the average student in this class.
Please answer the following questions:
1. NAME
2. SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER
3. DAYTIME PHONE ( )
EVENING PHONE ( ) •
[Indicate preference if you desire].
4. MAJOR OR CONCENTRATION
5. YEAR IN SCHOOL (Jr., Sr., GradI
6. WHAT DO YOU EXPECT TO GAIN FROM THIS COURSE (especially if not a
required course).
7. PREVIOUS EXPERIENCE WITH COMPUTERS, (other than GSU coursework).
